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COMING EVENTS
DATE

DAY

TIME

ACTIVITY

LOCATION

May 14

Friday

All Day

New Jersey State Convention

Virtual Event

Sept. 9, 2021

Thursday

6:00 pm

Pride in our Priests Dinner

The Imperia
Easton Ave.
Somerset, NJ

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN
EASTER REFLECTION:
DID JESUS REALLY EXIST?

Dear Friends,
As Knights, our
greeting
‘Vivat
Jesus!’ takes on a
special meaning during this Easter season
when we are proclaiming a fundamental truth of faith
and history. Easter brings so many
promises of God to us, life is stronger
than death, love can overcome hate,
goodness ultimately triumphs over
evil, and eternal glory with God in
Heaven is our destiny. Yes, that is
our faith based on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ in the Bible.
But there are some people who refuse
to believe in the historicity of Jesus.
They even claim that Jesus did not

exist and reject the biblical evidence
as biased. But there are non-biblical
writers who have mentioned the
existence of Jesus Christ. Roman
politicians Pliny and Tacitus, and a
prominent Jewish historian of the
first century Flavius Josephus are
among the non-biblical writers
whose writings are considered credible by historians and scholars. Here’s
what Josephus wrote: “Now, there
was about this time Jesus, a wise
man, if it be lawful to call him a man,
for he was a doer of wonderful
works,—a teacher of such men as
received the truth with pleasure. He
drew over to him both many of the
Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He
was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at
the suggestion of the principal men
amongst us, had condemned him to
the cross, those that loved him at the
first did not forsake him, for he
appeared to them alive again the
third day, as the divine prophets had

foretold these and ten thousand other
wonderful things concerning him;
and the tribe of Christians, so named
from him, are not extinct at this day.”
(Antiquities, Book 18, chapter 3,
section 3).
These and other non-biblical writings establish the historicity of Jesus
beyond doubt. Compare that with,
for example, King Arthur, who supposedly lived around AD500. The
major historical source for events of
that time does not even mention
Arthur, and he is first referred to 300
or 400 years after he is supposed to
have lived. The evidence for Jesus is
not limited to later folklore, as are
accounts of Arthur. Hence any challenge to the reality of the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus is no more
entertained in educated circles. No
matter what, we continue to proclaim
this truth of history and faith all the
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more joyfully: “He is risen, Hallelujah! Yes, he is risen indeed!”
Happy Easter!
Your brother in the Risen Savior,
Fr. Abraham Orapankal
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Brothers . . . . the
Country is beginning
to turn the corner and
strive to get back to
some sort of normalcy . . . . the Council is still active in the
Parish . . . . . a few things:
1. Dee Nan has asked us to have an
event in April . . . the event that
has been chosen is our Eye Glass
Collection . . . for those who have
attended Mass this past few
weeks, Service Works collected
items for the homeless and others.
The students making their Confirmation this year headed the collection activities. Details of our
collection will be forwarded after
the Easter Week . . . stay tuned.
2. I will try to hold a Council Meeting this coming month . . . there is
still some restrictions concerning
use of the Parish meeting rooms
and the school cafeteria . . . . so
there has been some discussion
concerning an outdoor meeting
the parking lot (fewer restrictions)
. . . the meeting may take place on
an evening (daylight is lasting
longer) or maybe a Saturday
morning meeting (sort of a “tailgate” type meeting) . . . again stay
tuned.
This year has been a trying year for
everyone, but it seems we maybe
heading to an end of the “lockdowns,” seating capacities, etc.
Baseball season is upon us, the stadiums are beginning to open to fans. So
it is getting and will get better.
I want to thank everyone who helped
the Council get through the past year
. . . the Christmas Tree display was
success for the Parish and Monsignor
Curry was very generous in his
thanks to the Council. We presented a
$1000 check to the school (the
money came from the profits from

our last Pancake Breakfast. We also
donated a $200 dollar gift to the HSA
for their Night of Winners. Father
Abraham and Monsignor Curry are
big supporters of the Council and we
will continue to support their efforts
in bringing the Parish back.

QUOTES FROM
ARCHBISHOP FULTON J.
SHEEN
““The world in
which we live is
the battleground of
the Church.

So Happy Easter everyone . . . don't
forget all of the sacrifices others have
made during the Pandemic . . . God
Bless everyone . . . stay safe . . . .

We are at the end
of Christendom,”
he said. “Not Christianity, not the
Church, but Christendom.

Charlie Hicks, Grand Knight

What is Christendom? Christendom
is economic, political, social life as
inspired by Christian principles.
We’re seeing it die. Look at the
symptoms. Break-up of the family,
divorce. Abortion. Immorality. General dishonesty. Even the natural virtues upon which the supernatural
virtues were based, are being discredited.

PRIDE IN OUR PRIESTS
DINNER
Each year the Councils in New Jersey host dinners to honor our men of
the cloth. These dinners are conducted in each Diocese, with all
Priests of the Diocese invited as
guests of the Knights of Columbus.
The evening is open to all Knights
and their wives, and is a great way
for the Knights to show our Priests
how proud we are of them. At each
dinner, the Bishop of the Diocese if
presented with a check from the State
Council to assist the Bishop with his
personal Charities
The 2021 Annual Pride in our Priests
Dinner has been re-scheduled for
Thursday, September 9, 2021 at The
Imperia on Easton Avenue in Somerset.
This annual event brings together
His Excellency Bishop James F.
Checchio and hundreds of clergy
and religious from the Metuchen
Diocese with brother Knights from
all 62 councils in the diocese.
St. Matthias Council has reserved a
table for 10 at this event. If you wish
to attend, please contact SK Frank
Rees at frees814@gmail. The cost is
$50.00 per person.

We get used to things. The air that we
breathe, the press that we read, the
television that we see, in no instance
is inspired by Christian principles.
There is a tendency to go down to
meet the world, not to lift the world
up. We are afraid to be unpopular. We
are at the end of Christendom.
And I believe that the sooner we
wake up to this fact, the sooner we
will be able to solve many of our
problems.
Thirty or forty years ago, it was very
easy to be a Christian. The very air
we breathed was Christian. Bicycles
could be left on the front lawns;
doors could be left unlocked.
Suddenly, all this has changed; now
we have to affirm our faith. We live
in a world that challenges us. And
many fall away. Dead bodies float
downstream; it takes live bodies to
resist the current. And this is our
summons. We will have to begin a
different church.
What is the attack on the Church
today? It’s the world. The spirit of the
world. Today we have to conform to

The Round Table 3

the world or we are abandoned. Our
Lord said ‘I have taken you out of the
world’ and we say, ‘No, we have to
win the world. To win it, you have to
be one with it.’
We are for a moment on a trapeze.
We are in between the death of an old
civilization and culture and the swing
to the beginning of the new. These
are the times in which we live. They
are therefore wonderful days; marvelous; we should thank God that we
live in times like this.”

Fulton Sheen
HONORARY MEMBER
Brother Christopher
C. Williams has been
awarded the status of
Honorary Member of
the Knights of Columbus.
IS THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION REAL?
Have non-Catholics told you that the
Immaculate Conception isn’t in the
Bible? Here’s why they’re wrong.
Non-Catholics claim that the Immaculate Conception is not in Scripture,
so many Christians unfortunately
reject this fundamental teaching.
No Bible verse explicitly states that
Mary was conceived without sin.
Instead, as St. John Paul II pointed
out in his work Redemptoris Mater,
the Immaculate Conception is prophesied throughout the Old Testament.
In his book Behold Your Mother: A
Biblical and Historical Defense of
the Marian Doctrines, Tim Staples
walks through five of the six revelations and fulfillments in the Gospel
of Luke that are derived from the Old
Testament and depict the sinless
Mother of God.
Staples explains how Mary as the
beginning of the new creation is a
Scriptural sign that she was conceived without sin. Mary’s “yes” or

fiat to God in Luke 1:28 made her the
first Christian and the beginning of
new creation. Tim Staples explains
this concept further:
In the order of grace, Jesus is the
inaugurator, the source—indeed,
Jesus Christ is the New Covenant.
But in the order of time, as the grace
of Christ is actually communicated to
the world—”the salvific economy of
God’s revelation”—Mary was the
first human person to experience the
redemption of Christ in her person.
This grace, the grace of the New
Covenant, was incarnate in Mary
before the Incarnation—from the
moment of her conception—and it
was perfected in her through her declaration of faith and obedience.
Before the Fall, Adam and Eve were
the beginning of the old creation and
were also born without original sin,
but when they rejected God, they
became enslaved to sin. Since Mary
is the beginning of the new creation,
it would follow that she was also
born without sin and that her yes to
God made her the Blessed Mother.
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
The most famous of
Italy’s sons in America is Cristoforo
Colombo. From the
very beginning of the United States

as an independent nation, Americans
took Columbus, a Genoese merchant
mariner, who later sailed for Portugal
and Spain, as one of our national
heroes.
Individual initiative has always been
held in the high regard of our citizens, and this is the one thing that set
Columbus apart from his peers. It
was his single minded dedication of
finding support to make his dream a
reality that endeared him to us.
From Genoa, he took the notion that
labor, risk and imagination are
rewarded and that a man has control
over his destiny. He literally transformed his ideas into reality. Columbus believed that God, “Granted me
the gift of knowledge… and revealed
to me that it was feasible to sail the
Indies, and placed in me a burning
desire to carry out his plan.”
Today, he is for many a symbol of
success and heroism. He risked his
reputation and life to follow his star.
As Columbus and his sailors of the
Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria came
ashore that 12th day of October 1492,
they began a new era in human history and changed the world. Before
the Columbus voyages, the world’s
great races – and cultures they had
created – remained within their
ancient bounds; after Columbus,
there began a transoceanic migration
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of peoples, and a cultural interplay
that continues to this very day.
Columbus was well positioned for
the role that history gave him. Experienced with trade and the sea and
widely-read, he was the right man in
the right place at the right time. That
and his strength of character and perseverance justly earned him this recognition more then 500 years after
his historic voyage.
SUPREME KNIGHT OF THE
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Patrick E. Kelly is
the 14th Supreme
Knight of the Knights
of Columbus. Taking
office on March 1,
2021, he serves as the
chief executive officer and chairman
of the board of the world’s largest
Catholic fraternal service organization, with more than 2 million members.
Mr. Kelly’s has had a distinguished
career in the Knights of Columbus,
the military and public service. For
more than 25 years, he has a demonstrated track record of service to
Church and country, which serves
him well in advancing the Knights’
mission of Charity, Unity, Fraternity,
and Patriotism.

