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COMING EVENTS
DATE

DAY

TIME

ACTIVITY

LOCATION

March 17

Wednesday

All Day

St. Patrick’s Day

All Over

May 14-15

Fri-Sat

All Day

New Jersey State Convention

Wildwood, NJ
(Tentative)

Sept. 9, 2021

Thursday

6:00 pm

Pride in our Priests Dinner

The Imperia
Easton Ave.
Somerset, NJ

PRIDE IN OUR PRIESTS
DINNER
each year the Councils in New Jersey
host dinners to honor our men of the
cloth. These dinners are conducted in
each Diocese, with all Priests of the
Diocese invited as guests of the
Knights of Columbus. The evening is
open to all Knights and their wives,
and is a great way for the Knights to
show our Priests how proud we are of
them. At each dinner, the Bishop of
the Diocese if presented with a check
from the State Council to assist the
Bishop with his personal Charities
The 2021 Annual Pride in our Priests
Dinner has been re-scheduled for
Thursday, September 9, 2021 at The
Imperia on Easton Avenue in Somerset.

This annual event brings together
His Excellency Bishop James F.
Checchio and hundreds of clergy
and religious from the Metuchen
Diocese with brother Knights from
all 62 councils in the diocese.
St. Matthias Council has reserved a
table for 10 at this event. If you wish
to attend, please contact SK Frank
Rees at frees814@gmail. The cost is
$50.00 per person.

REV. RON CAMARDA
REMEMBERED
by Frank Rees, FS

In reading the article “A Brief History of ‘O Holy Night’” by Benjamin
Ivryan in the December 2020 issue of
the Jesuit magazine America, I came
across the following paragraph about
half way through the story.
A better documented, if generally
overlooked, instance of the nurturing
power of “O Holy Night” was
reported in The Marine Corps Times
in December 2004. In Fallujah, Iraq,
to convey in a message of love from
home, the Rev. Ron Camarda, a
Catholic priest and Marine Reserve
major, sang “0 Holy Night” at the
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bedside of a dying American Marine,
wounded on a military mission.
It turns out that Rev. Ron Camarda
is the brother of former St. Matthias
Council
Financial
Secretary,

Brother Ray Camarda, my predecessor. After serving many years as
our Financial Secretary Brother Ray
moved to north Jersey and eventually
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The following article appeared in
our Council Nov. 2004 Newsletter.
When Brother Ray Camarda asked
his brother what items were useful
for him and the Marines he serves in
Iraq, his brother responded with the
following:
“You asked what we need. If anything, phone cards are usually a plus.
I have given out quite a few. But I
don't have many left. We don’t need
wipes. Someone asked for those, and
we got inundated. Candy is okay, but
chocolate is better. Cards that the
troops can send home to family and
loved ones would be awesome. Our
selection here is quite limited.
These are more expensive, but the
medals with St. Christopher/St.
Michael and the Marine Corp
emblem are truly a hot ticket among
the Marines. I had someone send me
8 St. Christopher medals and believe
it or not, 7 that I got sent to me ended
up in a Christopher’s hand.
I do have a couple of boxes of the “K
of C desert Catholic Prayer Books.”
BROTHERS HELPING
BROTHERS
The following story is representative
of the Knights of Columbus programs Leave No Neighbor Behind
and Helping Hands.
GK Gary Lattanzi and DGK Jan
Williams of South Amboy Council
#426 went to visit brother Michael
Roemer. They were shocked and
appalled to learn that Michael has no
heat nor does he even have hot water.
His hot water heater sprung a leak
and was shut off in March, and his
furnace has not worked all winter.
They remarked that “If prisoners had
to live like this, somebody would
lose their head.” They arranged for
the hot water heater to be replaced
and GK Mike Donahue from St.

Bernadette Council #8478 is arranging for an A/C specialist to look at
the boiler to see if it can to operate
again.
Needless to say, Michael received a
scolding for not letting them know
about his situation. They have made
many visits to Mike all winter and he
never said a word about his plight.
Mike is proud but this is dangerous to
his health. Their council and Msgr.
John F. Brady Assembly #676 have
stepped up to help a brother who is in
serious need of help.
The leaking water heater has caused
mold to develop in two walls and the
carpet. They will need some volunteers to help repair his home after the
mechanical items are addressed.
They will keep everyone posted.
They are still trying to wrap their
brain around why one of our brothers
has to live like this.
SK Byron Dyer, Grand Knight of St.
Augustine Council #6345 said
“Michael, has been a faithful member of the exemplification degree for
years.”
The emails that DGK Jan Williams
received have been gratifying. District Deputy Ken Smetana went
with Jan Williams to Michael’s
home to see the progress. He said he
never realized how bad it was. But
thanks be to God, we are in the home
stretch. Thanks to my neighbor Sam
Williams and my council brother
Nick Capriglione, we were able to
muscle two old and very heavy
couches out the door. Now we can
paint and start on the floor. Below is
a rough accounting of our expenses
so far.
• New A. O. Smith water heater,
repair of incorrect plumbing,
replacement of main shutoff with
brass ball valve and removal of
old heater.
$1500

• Sheet rock, etc.
$100
• Control unit for furnace
$300
• New toilet, flex water line, and
wax donut
$150
• 2 gallons paint
$85
• Flooring (cost is not known at this
time; laminate is the cheapest and
will be used rather than carpet).
$2135
There is no cost in disposal of all
trash and damaged furniture. Knights
will take care of this. There has been
no cost for labor, it has been donated.
More on this later.
My brother knights, Michael has
cried tears of joy because of the love
his brother knights have shown. If
you are ready to help, please send
what ever you wish to my council as
we will need to buy the flooring soon
and will have an accurate total cost
afterwards.

include prayers for those affected by
the pandemic and prayers for our
country. We also spend a little time
after each rosary discussing a variety
of topics: currently we are watching
the “Into the Breach” video series
produced by the Knights of Columbus. Some evenings we discuss various bible passages and often on
Monday’s we watch Bishop Barron’s Sunday Sermon’s on You
Tube, which leads to some lively discussion.
Below are the details of our council’s
Zoom Rosary calls on Monday’s and
Thursday’s at 7:30 pm ET. We invite
other council members to join us. It’s
a good way for Brother Knights to
see how other councils have been
conducting Zoom Rosaries. All are
welcome to join us on a going forward basis, or they can just join once
or twice to get a feel for how we’ve
been conducting ours, and then they
can start their own Zoom rosary program if they choose.

Make the check out to:
K of C Council #426
Write in the memo line, MICHAEL

For those that have never joined our
Zoom rosary call before, below is the
login information. This login information is good for all Monday and
Thursday calls.If you are logging in
for the first time be sure to enter a
Capital D when entering the password: District23

Deacon Rich O’Brien is collecting
all funds and placing them in our
Welfare Account. He will disperse
the payments. May God continue to
bless our Faithful Order.

The Vincent T. Lombardi Council
#6552 is inviting you to a scheduled
Zoom rosary meeting. This rosary is
open to all Knights, their family
members, and friends.

Send your donation to:
K of C Council
426 308 Fourth Street
South Amboy, NJ 08879

VINCENT T. LOMBARDI
COUNCIL ROSARY GROUP
By John R. Gillis, GK

The Middletown council’s rosary
group started way-back and is still
going strong. Praise God! What a
great blessing it has been to pray the
rosary each week with our Brother
Knights and their families. The Lombardi rosary started as a Novena for
Life, and quickly expanded to
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Topic: Knights of Columbus Rosary
Zoom Meeting
Time: Feb. 15, 2021 07:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
3349960025?pwd=ZCtQTUhodVBJ
cmRkQThPNXNBc0dqQT09
Meeting ID: 334 996 0025
Passcode: District23

QUOTES FROM
ARCHBISHOP FULTON J.
SHEEN
“How can we stop
brother rising up
against brother and
class against class,
blurring the very
sky with their
cross-covered
Golgothas?
Thy First Word on the Cross gives the
answer: We must see in the body of
every man who hates, a soul that was
made to love. If we are too easily
offended by their hate, it is because
we have forgotten either the destiny
of their souls or our own sins. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. Forgive us for ever having been
offended. Then we, like Thee, may
find among our executioners another
Longinus, who had forgotten there
was love in a heart until he opened it
with a lance.”
Archbishop Fulton Sheen (Unjust Suffering,
Justice and Charity II, 1938)

PRAYER IN A PANDEMIC
Author unknown.

May we who are merely inconvenienced...remember those whose
lives are at stake.

May we who have no risk factors...remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of
working from home...remember
those who must choose between preserving their health or making their
rent.
May we who have the flexibility to
care for our children when their
schools close...remember those who
have no options.
May we who have to cancel our
trips...remember those that have no
safe place to go.
May we who are losing our margin
money in the tumult of the economic
market...remember those who have
no margin at all.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home...remember those who
have no home.
As fear grips our country, let us
choose love.
During this time when we cannot
physically wrap our arms around
each other, let us yet find ways to be
the loving embrace of God to our
neighbors.
Amen

St. Matthias of Somerset Council #9925
PO Box 5183
Somerset, New Jersey 08873

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
MONUMENT
The Christopher
Columbus monument across from
Central Park has
gone from endangered to protected.
The 76-foot statute of the Italian
explorer that some
recently wanted
removed
was
instead recently
listed
on
the
National Register
of Historic Places,
Gov. Cuomo announced Thursday.
“The Columbus monument is
revered by the Italian-American
community in New York and stands
as a tribute to the ways our state has
welcomed immigrants from around
the globe,” Cuomo said. “I am proud
that we were able to secure this designation, which will help ensure the
history of all cultures that make up
our uniquely diverse state is always
recognized.” The state listed the
statue, which was erected in 1892, on
the state historic register in September and recommended the National
Park Service follow suit, which it did
on Nov. 20.

