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ST. MATTHIAS COUNCIL IS STILL ALIVE
COMING EVENTS
DATE

DAY

TIME

ACTIVITY

LOCATION

Oct. 31, 2020

Saturday

11:00 am

Beatification of Father McGiveney

Cathedral of St. Joseph Hartford, CT.
See how to watch on page 4.

Nov. 11, 2020

Thursday

7:00 pm

A Knight of Prayer

St. Matthias Church or
SMS Cafeteria

April 29, 2021

Wednesday

6:00 pm

Pride in our Priests Dinner

The Imperia
Easton Ave.
Somerset, NJ

GRAND KNIGHT’S COLUMN
Seventy-one years
ago on this day I
showed
up
at
Grandview Hospital in East Rockhill
Township, PA, (this
explains my Philadelphia team loyalties), I started out on a farm owned
by my grandparents in Perkasie, Pa,
(this reinforced my Philadelphia
team bias).

Over the years I have worked at
many jobs in many fields, and each
job taught me valuable lessons to use
later in my life, for example during a
stint as a landscaper, I learned from
Mrs. Hankin, “don’t blow the
mowed grass into the flower beds,”
to this day I follow this guideline.
From Bobby Stauffer, during a stint
in road construction, “if the pin
doesn’t fit into the hole, get a bigger
hammer,” I don’t follow this advice
all the time, but occasionally I
choose to use a bigger hammer. And,
from one of the past managers, “don't
sweat the small stuff, its all small

stuff.” All of this advice has made me
who I am today.
I have been lucky to have wonderful
wife who puts up with my idiosyncrasies (I have many), and two children who look at me as a good Dad
and the nut who raised them. And,
other good friends, who sometimes
get upset when I do not answer their
text message (happens often).
This past year has been fraught with
unprecedented challenges including
bad health news, closed businesses,
no sporting events to attend, quarantine and masks for everyone. But in

forever. It will get better, as we are
here for each other.

Council Officers
Position

Member

Phone

E-mail

Chaplain

Fr. Abraham Orapankal

(732) 828-1400

abraham@stmatthias.net

Grand Knight

Charles Hicks, PGK

(732) 421-2607

britrob1@aol.com

Deputy Grand Knight

David Ryden

(908)-285-2401

dryden716@gmail.com

Chancellor

Robert Lavelle

(732)-991-2540

rlbrew4u@aol.com

Recorder

Brian Watts

(732) 873-1138

briwatts@aol.com

Financial Secretary

Frank Rees, FC, PFN, CVP

(732) 828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Treasurer

Mike Harlan

(732) 568-0224

mharlan23@comcast.net

Advocate

Andrew Rees

(732) 659-6002

amrees567@gmail.com

Warden

Bert Coudriet, PGK

(732) 398-1046

wrkbrt@gmail.com

Inside Guard

Chuck Ostrom

(732)-560-0569

cwo45150@aol.com

Outside Guard

Thomas Aussem

(732) 560-7193

tfaussem81@gmail.com

Trustee (1 year)

William Hanily, PGK

(732)-763-4758

whanily@yahoo.com

Trustee (2 year)

Bill Barba, PGK, PFN, FDD,PCP

(732) 469-6978

wbarb0742@comcast.net

Trustee (3 year)

Thomas Mager, PGK

(732) 873-3475

motregam@gmail.com

District Deputy

Bill Benson

(908)581-3117

cenben06@aol.com

Insurance Field Agent

Charles “Bud” Gardner

(917) 589-2599

charles.gardner@kofc.org

Lecturer

Vacant

Council Program Directors
Program Director

David Ryden

(908)-285-2401

dryden716@gmail.com

Faith Director

Sean Smith

(732) 247-8595

seanlor1@comcast.net

Vocation Chairman

Chuck Ostrom

(732)-560-0569

cwo45150@aol.com

Community Director

Sam Fallivene, PGK, PFN

((732) 873-3116

fallivenesjr@yahoo.com

Life Director

Bill Barba, PGK, PFN, FDD, PCP (732) 469-6978

wbarb0742@comcast.net

Health Service

William Hanily, PGK

(732)-763-4758

whanily@yahoo.com

Public Relations

Frank Rees, PFN

(732) 828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Family Director

Bill Barba, PGK, PFN, FDD, PCP (732) 469-6978

wbarb0742@comcast.net

Membership Director

Frank Rees, PFN

(732) 828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Recruitment Committee 1

William Hanily, PGK

(732)-763-4758

whanily@yahoo.com

Recruitment Committee 2

Steve Kovacs

(732) 545-0045

stevenkovacs@verizon.net

Recruitment Committee 3

Rod Cohen

(908)-247-7278

rod.cohen@gmail.com

Retention Chairman

David Ryden

(908)-285-2401

dryden716@gmail.com

Insurance Promotion

Andrew Rees

(732) 659-6002

amrees567@gmail.com

Council Director

Sam Fallivene, PGK, PFN

((732) 873-3116

fallivenesjr@yahoo.com

OnBoard Director

Steve Kovacs

(732) 545-0045

stevenkovacs@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor

Frank Rees, PFN

(732) 828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Fantasy Football Director

Bert Coudriet, PGK

(732) 398-1046

wrkbrt@gmail.com

Sports Game Director

Bert Coudriet, PGK

(732) 398-1046

wrkbrt@gmail.com

Free Throw Director

James Zafian

(732) 873-5323

zafianhome@live.com

in spite of the challenges, we are
blessed and look forward to the day
things return to normal. Our favorite
restaurants are opening with indoor
dining, Rutgers is about embark on
the 2020 football season, and our

Knight’s Council is ready to go. So,
we should all step back and think of
our family members, good friends,
the good times, as well as the special
people who are no longer with us taking comfort in memories that will last
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SK Charles Hicks, PGK
CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN
Dear Friends,
“Man proposes, but
God disposes” is a
wise saying that we
have heard often.
Many think it is just a
proverb. Some claim that it is a translation from “The Imitation of Christ”
by the German-born Thomas a Kempis. Some others believe it is from
Shakespeare who had this line in
Hamlet: “There is a divinity that
shapes our ends, rough-hew them
how we will.” The truth is that this
saying is from Bible, from the book
of Proverbs, chapter 19, verse 21:
“Man proposes, but God disposes.”
(TLB). Different Bible translations
will have the same idea in different
words. For instance, the New American Catholic Bible has: “Many are
the plans in a man’s heart; but it is the
decision of the Lord that endures.”
Covid-19 has made us realize and
experience the meaning of that verse
in a very literal way. All our plans
have to be changed, revised and reimagined. No matter what we
planned - even for the very ordinary
and regular events of our lives - there
is no guarantee that we can have
them as planned. We will soon be
completing 10 months of this uncertain situation. We continue to re-plan
and re-imagine all our upcoming
great celebrations like Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year as well as
other smaller family events.
In this scenario, how can we still
experience, peace and joy? Another
verse from the same chapter 19 of the
Book of Proverbs has the answer:
“Reverence for God gives life, happiness and protection from harm.”

(19:23). How true and consoling is
this Word of God! Many studies
show that googling “God” and
“prayer” have skyrocketed during
this pandemic. “The increases in
prayer intensity documented here are
the largest the world has experienced
since 2004, the earliest date for
which the Google Trends data is
available,” wrote one researcher!
This connection to God is what we
should be aware of and practicing on
a daily basis. We celebrate this connection in a special way during
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Thanking God for the blessings. Rejoicing
that God sent His own Son, to save
us, not to condemn us (John 3:16).
Let us not focus on the negatives that
the pandemic has caused, but on the
positives, the great opportunities it
has opened for us to be happy. We
can allow God to change our plans
for our own good so that we will
remember: “Reverence for God gives
life, happiness and protection from
harm.” (Prov. 19:23). Yes, let us celebrate, keeping all safety protocols!
Fr. Abraham Orapankal
PRIDE IN OUR PRIESTS
DINNER
The Annual Pride in our Priests Dinner has been re-scheduled for April
29, 2021 at The Imperia on Easton
Avenue in Somerset.

ST. MATTHIAS STUDENT
WINNER IN POSTER
CONTEST
Congratulations to Natalie Quinn, a
sixth grade student at St. Matthias
School who was a second place tie in
the Metuchen Diocese’s Respect Life
Poster Contest.

WELCOME
MSGR. JOE
Msgr. Joe Curry is
the newest member of
St. Matthias Council.
Father Joe transferred
his membership from
Immaculate Conception Council #4907 in
Spotswood to St. Matthias Council
on July 28, 2020. Father Joe is also a
Fourth Degree member of the Msgr.
John O’Grady Assembly #664.
Welcome Monsignor!
COUNCIL SPONSORS
CHRISTMAS TREE

This annual event brings together His
Excellency Bishop James F. Checchio and hundreds of clergy and religious from the Metuchen Diocese
with brother Knights from all 62
councils in the diocese.
St. Matthias Council has reserved a
table for 10 at this event. If you wish
to attend, please contact SK Frank
Rees at frees814@gmail. The cost is
$50.00 per person.

St. Matthias Council is sponsoring
one of the Christmas trees that will
be displayed on the parish grounds
during this Christmas season.
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This year St. Matthias will celebrate
the Christmas Season by illuminating the church and school property
with beautiful, personalized, 6-foot,
freshly cut Christmas trees, decorated with white lights. Each tree will
also have a plaque with a name or a
message.
The trees will be blessed and lighted
on Saturday, December 5, 2020, at
the 5:00 pm Mass. The trees will
remain lit every night from 6:00 pm
until midnight, through the Feast of
the Epiphany on January 6, 2021.
People are welcome to visit the trees
and read the plaques throughout this
time. And everyone driving by on
JFK Blvd., will be reminded of the
hope and peace that breaks into our
darkness at Christmas time.
KNIGHT OF PRAYER
Our Chaplain, Fr. Abraham, is hosting a special “Knight of Prayer” for
our Council. He has scheduled this
event for November 11, 2020 at 7:00
pm and it will be presented in either
the Church or the SMS cafeteria,
depending on the number of attendees that have indicated their attendance. Fr. Abraham is an active and
ardent supporter of the Knights of
Columbus and has shown a desire to
advance his support of the St. Matthias Council.
Our Founder, Fr. Michael J.
McGiveney, will be beatified by
Pope Francis on October 31, 2020
and, henceforth, will be addressed as
Blessed Michael McGiveney. In
honor
of
“Blessed
Michael
McGiveney” and as a show of support for our Chaplain, Fr. Abraham,
the officers of St. Matthias Council
urge you to show your support for the
Knights of Columbus by attending
this “Knight of Prayer” on November
11, 2020.
Please respond by contacting SK
Brian Watts on briwatts@aol.com

or 732-873-1138 and tell him that
you will attending this special event
for our Council.
BEATIFICATION OF
FATHER MCGIVNEY

McGivney (1852-1890), the son of
Irish immigrants, was born in Waterbury, Connecticut, and was ordained
a priest in 1877 for what is now the
Archdiocese of Hartford. He founded
the Knights of Columbus at St.
Mary’s Parish in New Haven, Connecticut, in 1882.

Fr. Michael McGivney, the founder
of the Knights of Columbus, will be
beatified during a special Mass Oct.
31 at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in
Hartford.

He originally started the Knights as a
service organization to help widows
and orphans. At the time, McGivney
was an assistant pastor at St. Mary’s
Parish. He is buried in New Haven.

On May 27, the Vatican announced
that Pope Francis had signed the
decree recognizing a miracle through
the intercession of McGivney, clearing the way for his beatification.
Once he is beatified, he will be given
the title “Blessed.”

The fraternal order for Catholic men
has become the largest lay Catholic
organization in the world with 2 million members and sponsors a wide
range of educational, charitable and
religious activities.

The miracle recognized by the Vatican occurred in 2015 and involved a
U.S. baby, still in utero, with a lifethreatening condition that, under
most circumstances, could have led
to an abortion.
That baby, Mikey Schachle, is now
5. His parents, Dan and Michelle
Schachle, of Dickson, Tennessee,
prayed to McGivney to intercede
with God to save their son, still in his
mother’s womb, who was given no
hope of surviving a life-threatening
case of fetal hydrops.

McGivney, who will be the first
American parish priest to be beatified and has long been a hero of
working-class Catholics, can be
viewed as a martyr of a pandemic.
When he died of pneumonia complications at age 38 in 1890, it was during an outbreak of influenza known
as the Russian flu in Thomaston,
Connecticut. Some recent evidence,
according to the Knights, indicates
the outbreak may have been the
result of a coronavirus.
“Father McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to roll up
their sleeves and put their faith into

St. Matthias of Somerset Council #9925
PO Box 5183
Somerset, New Jersey 08873

action,” Supreme Knight Carl A.
Anderson said. “He was decades
ahead of his time in giving the laity
an important role within the church.
He added, “Father McGivney also
remains an important role model for
parish priests around the world and
left us a transformative legacy of
effective cooperation between the
laity and clergy.”
The initial work on his sainthood
cause began in 1982 on the Knights’
centenary. His cause was formally
opened in Hartford in 1997, and he
was given the title “servant of God.”
In March 2008, the Catholic Church
recognized the priest heroically lived
the Christian virtues, so he was given
the title “venerable.”
Generally, two miracles attributed to
the candidate’s intercession are
required for sainthood — one for
beatification and the second for canonization.

In M em or ium
George Harlan
father of SK Michael Harlan

